Frequency judgements of abstract designs by patients with diencephalic, temporal lobe or frontal lobe lesions.
Patients with diencephalic, temporal lobe or frontal lobe lesions were compared with healthy controls on a frequency judgement task. The three patient groups were disproportionately impaired at estimating how often a series of abstract designs had been presented relative to controls. Diencephalic and temporal lobe patients did not differ from each other. It is argued that the results may reflect a 'core' memory deficit in the temporal lobe patients. The impairment in the frontal patients may reflect their difficulty in making an organised search in memory for multiple traces of an item, while the deficit shown by the diencephalic patients (particularly those with Korsakoff syndrome) may be due to the combined effects of a generally poor memory and superimposed frontal pathology.